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precise parallel, on account of the superstition about
dealing  with evil spirits with which  it  was  com-
plicated : but the imputation of prying into the secrets
of the Almighty long remained a powerful weapon of
.attack against unpopular inquirers into nature;  and
the charge of presumptuously attempting to defeat
the designs of Providence, still retains enough of its
original force to be thrown in as a make-weight along
with other objections when there is a desire to find
fault with any new exertion of human forethought
and contrivance.     No one, indeed, asserts it to be
the  intention of the  Creator  that the spontaneous
order of the creation should not be altered, or even
that  it   should   not  be  altered  in any  new  way.
But there still exists a vague notion  that  though
it is very proper to control this or the other natural
phenomenon, the general scheme of nature is a model
for us to imitate: that with more or less liberty in
details, we should on the whole be guided by the
spirit and general conception of nature's own ways:
that they are God's work, and as such perfect; that
man  cannot  rival  their  unapproachable  excellence,
and can best show his skill and piety by attempting,
in   however   imperfect ^a  way,   to   reproduce  their
likeness;   and that if not the whole, yet some par-
ticular parts  of the  spontaneous   order  of  nature,
selected according to the Speaker's predilections, are
in a peculiar sense, manifestations of the Creator's